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By Matt Heilman

Bill Cosby has a taste for more than 
Jello puddin.’

The comedic legend was hungry for 
pizza. And he wasn’t interested in putting 
in an order for a dish from a large chain 
restaurant that he could eat anywhere in 
the country. 

Cosby wanted a pizza experience from 
somewhere he’d never eaten before. 

He was treated to a pizza from Bob and 

Bill Cosby, who performed at the 
Orpheum in Wichita June 21, shows 
the pizza he got from Bob and Luigi’s 
in Bel Aire.

Courtesy photo

Comedic 
legend 
treated to
local pizza

See COSBY, Page 2

By The Breeze staff

It’s almost that time of the year, when 
colorful tents start popping up in area cit-
ies and Fourth of July revelers get ready 
for the multi-day party.

The rules for purchase and discharge of 
fireworks vary by city. This year, the sale 
and discharge of so-called sky lanterns is 
not allowed in cities in north Sedgwick 
County. Last year, sky lanterns were 
to blame for a large field fire on Valley 
Center’s west side. 

 Bel Aire has the tightest restrictions 
on fireworks in the area. They were to 
be on sale from June 27 through July 4. 
However, discharge in the city is allowed 
only from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. July 4. There 

By Matt Heilman 

In a complicated time when 
security is tight and trust in 
strangers is perhaps at an all-time 
low, the matter of gun control is 
a hot-button issue that ruffles the 
feathers on both sides of the aisle 
in American politics. 

At the local level, most city 
leaders seem to agree on one 
thing when it comes to gun con-
trol measures: the general public 
shouldn’t carry firearms into 
municipal courtrooms.

In March, Kansas legislators 
passed the Personal and Family 
Protection Act that has required 

local municipalities to at least 
take note of how it may affect 
them. 

The law goes into effect July 
1, not giving cities much time to 
respond. 

In recent meetings, the Valley 
Center, Park City, Bel Aire and 
Kechi city councils addressed a 

section of the law that says, “The 
carrying of a concealed handgun 
as authorized by the Personal 
and Family Protection Act shall 
not be prohibited in any state or 
municipal building unless such 
building has adequate security 
measures to ensure that no weap-
ons are permitted to be carried 

into such building …”
Simply put, the law says that 

if you have a concealed carry 
license, you can carry your gun 
out of sight into any public build-
ing that doesn’t have adequate 
security at its entrance. 

Cities opt for temporary gun ban

See FIREARMS, Page 5

Councils 
seek more 

time under 
new state 

legislation

By Matt Heilman

A second tenant appears to be 
on its way to Bel Aire’s industrial 
park known as the Sunflower 
Commerce Park. At its June 4 
meeting, the Bel Aire City Council 
approved a real estate purchase 
agreement with JDC Property 
Group LLC to buy two lots and a 
portion of a third, totaling about 
21 acres at $22,500 per acre.

Bel Aire City Manager Ty 
Lasher said the group hasn’t re-
vealed the identity of the business 

planning to build on the acreage, 
but at the June 4 meeting, he said 
the likely future tenant is a “world-
wide distribution business.”

The Sunflower Commerce 
Park’s first and only tenant so 
far is Century Manufacturing, a 
company that specializes in mak-
ing plastic and acrylic promotional 
materials. Century Manufactur-
ing has 30 employees working in 
its 36,000-square-foot facility on 
three acres near 53rd North and 
Webb Road.

The Sunflower Commerce Park 

includes about 800 acres, stretched 
along 53rd North from Webb to 
Greenwich roads. 

The real estate purchase agree-
ment approved June 4 takes the 
first step for a new business to join 
Century Manufacturing in Phase 1 
of the park.

The master plan for the indus-
trial park calls for 155 acres in 
the first phase to be shovel-ready, 
meaning infrastructure is in place 
ahead of development plans so 
construction can begin almost im-
mediately when a business com-

mits to building on the property.
The council also took action on 

the residential development front 
at its June 4 meeting by approving 
a builder’s incentive agreement for 
10 lots in the Central Park Fourth 
Addition, located between City 
Hall and the Catholic Care Center, 
northwest of 45th North and Rock 
Road.

Plans in the Central Park Fourth 
Addition include the construc-
tion of single-family homes and 
duplex-style homes referred to as 
“twin homes.”

Fireworks 
rules vary 
across the
county

City approves land sale in Sunflower Commerce Park

See FIREWORKS, Page 2

By Matt Heilman

Construction is finally set to begin on a project 
that has been six years in the making. Joined by Bel 
Aire city leaders, business partners, investors and 
friends, developer Terrie Grillot finally had her chance 
to pop a bottle of champagne.

The cause for celebration was a May 31 ground-
breaking ceremony for Tierra Verde, a planned health 
and wellness destination resort 
near 47th North and Webb Road. 

Fellow developer and Tierra 
Verde architect Paul Cavanaugh 
said construction on the devel-
opment’s first of three phases is 
expected to start soon and will be 
completed in nine to 10 months.

The first phase is construction of 
a medical facility that will house 
the Concierge Surgical Recovery 
Center and the new clinic home for 
Dr. George Watson. Watson, who 
currently operates his clinic near 
61st North and Broadway in Park 
City, works on a patient direct model that allows him 
to contract directly with patients without having to 
go through insurance companies. Watson has worked 
with the patient-direct model for 
10 years. 

“Many people, because insur-
ance policies force them out of the 
hospital early, end up staying in a 
hotel,” Watson said. “And when 
they come (to the Concierge Surgi-
cal Recovery Center), instead of 
calling the front desk and talking 
to a hotel clerk, they’ll talk to a 
(registered nurse).” 

Tierra Verde’s Phase 1 plans 
call for the surgical recovery 
center to be on the main floor as 
patients and visitors enter the de-
velopment off Webb Road. Watson’s office will be on 
a lower level walkout that will lead into a courtyard. 

The surgical recovery center will include eight hy-
pobaric chambers, which will help patients accelerate 
their recovery, Watson said. 

He said the chambers are 72-inch round, steel tanks 
in which patients enter through a portal and sit under 
oxygen hoods as the tanks are pressurized. 

“That is incredibly good for helping people after 
surgeries,” Watson said. 

The use of the hypobaric chambers is one of the 
key components marketed in the development’s first 
phase.

Grillot said Tierra Verde’s second phase would be 

Work on health and wellness resort begins

Broken
ground

ABOVE: The final plat for Tierra Verde was on display at the May 31 
groundbreaking. The plat consists of three phases that will complete the 
development as a health and wellness destination. TOP: Taking part in 
the May 31 groundbreaking for Tierra Verde are (from left) Dr. George 
Watson, Bel Aire City Council member Peggy O’Donnell, Dwight Ray with 
Community National Bank, investor John Eck, developer Terrie Grillot 
and developer and architect Paul Cavanaugh.

Grillot

Watson

See RESORT, Page 2
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Ferris Bueller said it best: 
“Life moves pretty fast some-
times. If you don’t stop and 
look around once in a while, 
you could miss it.”

Lately, I’ve fallen into a trap 
where I’ve been living week-
end-to-weekend. I still enjoy 
my job and I don’t feel overly 
stressed or worn out during 
most weeks.

But that two-day break at 
the finish line of every five-day 
race is a welcome breath of 
fresh air. It’s that way for most 
Americans with a full-time job.

Weekends are great. It’s a 
time we get to spend with fam-
ily and friends. It’s time to soak 
up some sun, be a couch potato 
or spruce up your yard.

Weekends are second only 

to holidays. And what makes 
them so great? We don’t have 
to work. It’s nice not having to 
wake up early and commit your 
time to a boss, but I think it’s 
time we learned to take on the 
work week with less disdain.

The average man lives to be 
about 75 years old and most 
men only have about a decade 
to enjoy retirement. Ultimately, 
it’d be nice to cash in on a 
lottery victory, a get-rich quick 

scheme that actually works or a 
large inheritance and not have 
to punch the clock every day.

But instead of imagining 
how nice it would be if every 
day was like a weekend, let’s 
take a stand to make the best 
of the situation most of us are 
in. Instead of starting every 
Monday with a countdown 
to Friday, try implementing 
welcome breaks in your week 
to keep from running on auto 
pilot and letting the world pass 
you by.

Maybe you can do some-
thing special for lunch every 
day. Meatball sub Monday and 
Taco Tuesday can carry you 
through the start of the week 
and send you well on your way 
to the downhill slide to the two-

day break.
Some of the best primetime 

television is on during weekday 
evenings, which makes the 
points between weekends more 
bearable, but I think our lim-
ited free time during the week 
could be better served in good 
company.

For me, I’ve found that 
meeting with my church small 
group on Monday nights and 
weekly dinner and a movie 
with my girlfriend on Wednes-
days have proven to be sources 
of relaxation during the week.

I also have found that oc-
casionally taking a few minutes 
during the day to step out and 
breathe some fresh air outside 
the office has proven to be just 
enough of a battery charge to 

keep up morale.
Everybody’s workin’ for the 

weekend. But life’s too short 
to be a slave to the grind in the 
space between the cookouts 
and tee times. 

Matt Heilman is a re-
porter for The Park City Post. 
Reach him at 755-0821 or 
matt@arkvalleynews.com.

conomic develop-
ment and commu-
nity development 
go hand-in-hand. A 

few years ago, an Economic 
Development Advisory 
Board was created to help 
come up with ideas to sell 
the vacant land owned 
by the City of Bel Aire. I 
was excited to be invited, 
nearly seven years ago, to 
serve on that committee by 
then Mayor Harold Smith 
and confirmed by the city 
council. And thus began 
my involvement in Bel Aire 
politics.

That committee became 
the Community Develop-
ment Advisory Commit-
tee after the city council 
approved the change at its 
last meeting June 18. The 
council also increased the 
number of people who can 
serve on this committee to 
12. This committee will 
be overseen by our new 
community development 
specialist Rick Rekoske. 
He will continue to look at 
marketing opportunities, 
grant opportunities, sales 
possibilities and more.

The Community Devel-
opment Advisory Com-
mittee represents a variety 
of people, families and 
interests. And we want input 
from you, too.

This is your city and your 
city government. 

Do we bring back Bel 
Aire Days? What should 
we add to our list of events? 
What do you want to see in 
Bel Aire for you, your fam-
ily and friends, but also to 
attract visitors and hopefully 
potential new residents?

I am asking the new 
committee to consider 
events and possibilities 
like a pumpkin patch in the 
fall, community fireworks 
display, kite festival, BBQ 
contest, community garden, 
farmers’ market, etc. Events 
like these can and will 
promote our city and give 
additional opportunities for 
fun activities.

We are also going to 
look at adding new signage 
welcoming people to the Bel 
Aire city limits, so visitors 
know they have left Wichita 
and entered our great com-
munity. But, like our city 
seal and current sign says 
“With respect for its past,” 
the current seals will be 
moved to our parks and the 
new signs will by no means 
replace the current seal.

My hope is these new 
signs will reflect a modern 
community telling all we are 
open for business and truly 
differentiate our boundaries.

This, too, needs citizen 
input.

So, let us know.  Contact 
your Bel Aire government 
through the website www.
belaireks.gov.

I look forward to show-
ing off our great community 
and seeing you at a future 
event.
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Heil
on life
By Matt Heilman

Life is too short to dread the work week

By Matt Heilman 

More than 300 area youth participated 
on 25 teams ranging from the T-ball to 
completive, Wichita Heights League 
level at the Bel Aire Rec Center this 
summer. 

Bel Aire Rec Center Program Su-
pervisor Drew Conwell said the largest 
participation was in T-ball, in large part 
due to the presence of Isely Traditional 
Magnet Elementary in the city. 

“T-ball numbers are through the roof 
now,” Conwell said. 

The Bel Aire rec program allows for 
athletes to develop from the age of 3 
to the high school level, Conwell said. 
Three-year-olds can start participating 
in the program with short sports, where 
they learn about different sports and start 
exercises and practice hand-eye coordi-
nation. Blast ball is available to four-
year-olds. In blast ball, children play a 
game that introduces them to T-ball. In 
blast ball, there is one base with a horn 
in it that sounds when runners step on 
the base. 

After blast ball, participants in Bel 
Aire’s Rec program move on to T-ball, 
followed by machine pitch. When 
athletes reach the point where they face 
live pitchers, they have the option to 
play more competitively against teams 
from other communities in the Wichita 
Heights. League. 

Conwell said the Bel Aire Rec Center 
has been able to grow with volunteer 
efforts and community and parental sup-
port. This summer, the Bel Aire Lions 
Club’s scholarship program was able to 
pay for five children to participate on 
teams in Bel Aire’s rec center league. 

The Lions Club also sold snow cones 
on game nights in Bel Aire with all the 
proceeds pledged to help pay for com-
munity projects. 

While the Bel Aire Rec Center’s 

youth sports program is designed to 
help young athletes develop their skills 
as they grow and be ready for the high 
school level, Conwell said the program’s 
top priority is for participants to learn the 

value of sportsmanship and to have fun 
playing in games. 

“Our philosophy is sportsmanship 
and fundamentals in a fun, safe environ-
ment,” Conwell said. 

By The Breeze staff

The Bel Aire Bandits U-14 
team won the championship 
at the June 8 and 9 El Dorado 
Drillers Invitational.

The Bandits beat the 
Kingman River Dawgs in the 
championship game, 6-5. Mat-
thew Antoine sealed the title 
with a walk off homerun over 
the centerfield fence. Blake Car-
roll pitched six strong innings 
for the Bandits in the champion-
ship, backed by a solid defense 
that turned a rare triple play 
with the bases loaded with River 
Dawgs and nobody out in the 
third inning. The Bandits over-
came a 3-2 loss to Kingman in 

bracket play June 8 to earn their 
shot at a rematch. 

“This is a good team,” Ban-
dits coach Bill Caroll said. “We 
have focused on keeping the ball 
in front of us. Everyone on the 
team contributed (in the tourna-
ment) by playing good defense 
and producing timely base hits. 
It has been a good season. The 
players keep improving each 
game.” 

The Bandits U-12 team also 
had a strong showing June 8 
and 9, finishing second in the 
El Dorado Drillers Invitational. 
The Bandits won their first three 
games before losing a 10-9 
heartbreaker to the Salina Slug-
gers in the championship. 

Rec center sees increased participation 

A machine pitch baseball coach in the Bel Aire rec league encourages his team between innings during a 
June 20 game. The Bel Aire Rec Center had about 300 participants play on 25 teams this summer.

Matt Heilman

Bel Aire Bandits play well at El Dorado tournament 

The U-14 Bel Aire Bandits celebrate championship trophy winning the title in the June 
8 and 9 El Dorado Drillers Invitational. The Bandits won the June 9 championship.

construction of a second 
wing of the medical center 
that will include 14 rooms on 
the main level and a 2,000-
square-foot spa on the lower 
level. A glass-walled corridor 
will connect Phases 1 and 2, 
Grillot said. The upper level 
of Phase 2 will include desti-
nation suites, she said. 

Plans for the third phase 
call for a culinary school and 
a wine cellar, Grillot said. 
The development’s plans also 
call for a recreation swim-
ming pool and a therapy 
pool. 

Grillot said she developed 
the plans for Tierra Verde six 
years ago because she want-
ed to provide a place where 
people have the chance “to 
get well before things hap-
pen” and to recover at their 
own pace after surgery. 

She also wanted a place 
where patients could get well 

without having to deal with 
insurance companies. Watson 
said his patient-direct cash 
model made him the right 
partner to bring a wellness 
center to Bel Aire. 

“It was just a perfect fit,” 
Grillot said. 

Grillot had struggled to 
move forward with Tierra 
Verde before Watson became 
involved because doctors 
that had expressed interest 
in the project had to back 
out because they didn’t work 
directly with patients on 
billing. 

“I looked at her model and 
it made perfect sense because 
I was already doing that,” 
Watson said of working 
directly with patients. 

On May 31, Grillot re-
flected on the obstacles she’s 
had to overcome in the past 
six years to see the start of 
Tierra Verde become a real-
ity. She discussed the finan-
cial and personal hurdles that 
culminated with the ground 
breaking and champagne 

toast. 
The Bel Aire City Coun-

cil cleared the way for the 
development’s first tenant in 
January with the issuance of 
$4.475 million in industrial 
revenue bonds. The move 
was one of the final hurdles 
that cleared the way for the 
May 31 celebration. 

“I am so glad we stuck it 
out,” Grillot said.

Luigi’s in Bel Aire, custom 
made the way he liked it. 

Cosby was in town to 
perform a June 21 show at 
the Wichita Orpheum Theater 
where Bel Aire Mayor David 
Austin works as the director 
of development. 

When Cosby asked where 
he could get a pizza, Aus-
tin recommended Bob and 
Luigi’s. Austin called the 
restaurant’s owner, Eliot 
Green, who was on vacation 
in Florida. 

Green took the order from 
Cosby and then relayed the 
order by phone to employees 
of his restaurant. 

The 75-year-old come-
dian, actor, author, producer, 

musician, teacher and activist 
ordered a half cheese, half 
pepperoni pizza made with 
thin, almost cracker-like 
crust and fresh and organic 
basil. 

Austin and his wife, Ke-
turah Austin, personally de-
livered the pizza to Cosby’s 
hotel room. Dr. Huxtable 
liked what he tasted.

“Cosby thought it was 
fantastic,” Austin said. 

are two stands in the city 
— 4554 N. Woodlawn and 
3987 N. Woodlawn Court. 

 Bel Aire Police Chief 
John Daily said citizens need 
to follow the city’s rules and 
emphasized that only fire-
works purchased in Bel Aire 
can be shot off in the city 
within the time allowed on 
July 4.

 He said small children 

shouldn’t be left unattended 
around, or allowed to handle 
fireworks. He also said citi-
zens need to properly dispose 
of spent fireworks and not 
leave them in the street. To 
reduce the risk of a fire ignit-
ing from spent fireworks, he 
advised pouring cool water 
on tubes or casings after fire-
works have been detonated.  

In Valley Center, sale and 
discharge are allowed from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. June 30 
through July 3, and from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 p.m. July 4. 

Fireworks stands are  at 810 
S. Meridian, 1550 S. Merid-
ian, 801 S. Meridian and 506 
S. Meridian.

Park City has some of 
the most liberal guidelines. 
Fireworks went on sale June 
27 and may be discharged 
between 8 a.m. and 10:30 
p.m. June 27 through July 2, 
and 8 a.m. to midnight July 
3 and 4. Fireworks stands are 
at 1600 E. 61st North, 6024 
N. Broadway, 1500 E. 61st 
North, 415 E. 61st North 
and 2107 E. 61st North (near 

Park City library).
In Kechi, fireworks went 

on sale June 27. There is one 
tent in the city, outside the 
strip mall at 1300 E. Kechi 
Road. Fireworks may be dis-
charged from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. June 27 through July 2 
and 10 a.m. to midnight July 
3 and 4.

In unincorporated areas of 
Sedgwick County, fireworks 
may be discharged from 
6 a.m. to midnight July 1 
through 4. Sky lanterns also 
are banned.

Continued from Page 1

Resort
Continued from Page 1

Cosby

Continued from Page 1

Fireworks
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City of  Bel Aire

Monthly & Special Events:
July 1st, 6:30 p.m. –– Potluck Dinner – Denise Groene from the Better Business Bureau - Com-

munity Room
July 2nd, 8:30 a.m. – Breakfast at IHOP on N. Rock Road
July 3rd, 10 a.m. – Volunteer library work time at the Senior Center
July 8th, 9:30 a.m. – RS Advisory Meeting at the Rec Center
July 8th, 11:30 a.m. – Lunch at Famous Dave’s BBQ – 9719 E. 21st
July 9th, 9 a.m. – CS Advisory Meeting at the Rec Center
July 10th, 10 a.m. – Open Sewing at the Senior Center
July 12th, 1 p.m. – “Organize Yourself ”, Sandra Schepis from Organizing Solutions at the Senior 

Center
July 16th, 6 p.m. – Ladies Dine Out - for info call Anita at 744-2840
July 17th, 9 a.m. – Andover Life Care Center – Physical Activity presentation (Senior Aerobics) 

at the Rec Center
July 17th, 10 a.m. – Men’s Coffee at Braum’s on North Rock Road
July 17th, 10:15 a.m. – Senior Aerobics Brunch (different locations)
July 17th, 2 p.m. – Ladies Tea/Coffee at Braum’s on North Rock Road
July 22nd, 6 p.m. – Covered Dish Dinner, program TBA
July 23rd, 3 p.m. – Trip to Farmer’s Market at Green Acres Market in Bradley Fair, Carpool from 

Senior Center
July 24th, 10 a.m. – Open Sewing at the Senior Center
July 24th, 7 p.m. – Bunko games at the Senior Center

All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below.  The Senior Center and Library area
is open from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. Monday through Friday excluding holidays.  The library has a wide

selection of library books to check out at no cost nor time restraints, along with computers available for 
study or research.  Remember any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club 

in Sedgwick County.

Locations:
Senior Center/Community Room – 7651 E. Central Park Ave., 744-2451 

Recreation Center – 5251 E. 48th St. N., 744-2700

Weekly Events:
Bel Aire Walkers – M-F, 8-9 a.m. at the Rec Center (indoors & climate controlled)

Free for BA Senior members, alternate times available
Men’s Coffee & Fellowship – Mondays, 10 a.m. at the Senior Center

Yoga – Mondays & Wednesdays, 6 p.m. at the Rec Center (monthly fee)
Bridge Games – Tuesdays, 1 p.m. at the Senior Center

Low Impact Aerobics – Wednesdays, 9 a.m. at the Rec Center
Braum’s Breakfast – Fridays, 9:00 a.m. on North Rock Road

Bel Aire Seniors

5251 E. 48th North • www.belaireks.gov • 744-2700
Mon., Tue., & Thur. 8-8 • Wed. & Fri. 8-7 • Sat. 9-3

For more information on these or any Bel Aire Recreation Programs call 744-2700.

Bel Aire Recreation

Community Events
TOPS – Tuesdays, 9 a.m. at the Senior Center
City Council Meetings – 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of every month, 7 p.m.
July 3rd – 7 p.m. – Municipal Court
July 5th – 12 p.m. – Chamber of Commerce Meeting
July 8th – 7 p.m. – Central Park HOA
July 13 – 11 a.m. – Red Hat swimming party, call Anita for more info at 744-2840.
July 16th – 4 p.m. – UAC Meeting
July 18th – 12:30 p.m. – Municipal Court
July 22nd – 7 p.m. – Tree Board meeting

DAZZLING DANCERS
These summer workshops, ages 4 & up, will 
focus on ballet and jazz dance.  Class attire 

includes:  comfortable clothing, dance slippers, 
and a hair-tie.  The classes will be held on July 

20, July 27, & August 3.  Pre-registration is 
required.  

MAXIMIZE BASKETBALL INSTRUCTION
Bel Aire Recreation has partnered with Brent 
Atwater, a former collegiate player and coach 

in offering group and individual basketball 
instruction. Coed Basketball Summer Camp (ages 

6-11) is July 15-18; 9 am - 12 pm
 Call 807-1036 or 744-8841 for more information.

SUMMER DAY CAMP
The Wichita YMCA will again offer a state-

licensed day camp this summer at the Bel Aire 
Recreation Center.  Elementary age activities 

include arts & crafts, games, sports, swimming, 
field trips, and much more.  For more information 

or to register call the YMCA at 264-1610.

TAEKWONDO (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet on Monday & Friday from 5:00-

6:00 pm or Tuesday & Thursday from 7:00-8:00 
pm.  These are great classes for beginners to 

black belts.

YOGA
Classes are held on Mondays and Wednesdays 

from 6:10-7:10 pm.  Participants need to provide 
their own yoga mat.  Adults can join at any time!  

Teens & adults can join at any time! 

FITNESS CENTER (ages 16 & up)
The Fitness Center consists of elliptical cross 

trainers, treadmills, recumbent bike, multi-station 
weight machine, and free-weights.  There is no 

charge for pass holders, or it is available with the 
purchase of a daily pass.

We are currently accepting early youth 
registrations for Girls Volleyball, Coed Flag 

Football, & Coed Outdoor Soccer.  
Registration deadline is August 17.

A $5 late fee will be charged to all sign-ups after the deadline.
For more information on these or any Bel Aire Recreation Programs call 744-2700

Community Blood Drive
August 19, 2013 3:30 to 6:45 P.M. 

Bel Aire Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North, Bel Aire, KS 67226

Call 744-2451 ext. 220 to schedule

City-wide Cleanup Day
June 29th 8 am till noon

For unwanted items: 4103 N. Woodlawn (Bel Aire Maintenance Shop)
For brush & lawn waste: North side of 53rd, halfway between Rock & Webb

ITEMS NOT ALLOWED: tires, batteries, appliances, furniture, refrigerators or any items that 
contain refrigerant, liquids or oils of any kind, paints/aerosol cans, bulk quantities of construction 

waste, commercial waste, treated wood products. 
Bel Aire Residents ONLY. 

Central Park Pool 7350 E. Central Park Ave. • 744-7331

Storm Damage Repairs
Just a reminder that re-roofing and re-siding must be performed by a contractor who is licensed 

in the City of Bel Aire and a permit is required for all new and replacement activities.

Summer Passes 
(Now 1/2 off)

Individual (ages 12 & older): 
$50

Family: 2 adults and depen-
dent children residing in the 
home $75

Daily Fees
Under age 12 (must be ac-

companied by an adult): $2 per 
day

Over age 12: $3 per day

Hours (subject to change)
Weekdays: Swim lessons 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m. and 7 to 8 p.m. 
Open swim 1 to 7 p.m. 

Weekends: 1 to 6 p.m.

Rentals
Have your next party at the 

pool! Rental packages are avail-
able after normal business hours.  
Rentals are subject to availability.

Up to 25 patrons: $40/hour
Over 25 patrons (limit of 50 

patrons): $60/hour

Group lessons
Members: $35/session
Non-Members: $44/session
Morning sessions: 7/8-7/19 & 

7/22-8/1; 11-11:45 a.m. & 12-
12:45 p.m.

Evening sessions: 7/8-7/19 & 
7/22-8/1; 7-7:45 p.m.

Private lessons
Available by appointment and 

subject to availability.



Christ Lutheran Church
The new summer service 

times are 9 and 10:30 a.m. with 
the Kid Friendly Service that 
used to be at 9:45 incorporated 
into both services. The new item 
is a 6 to 8 p.m. service that will 
incorporate vacation Bible school 
for the youth, and Bible study for 
the adults. This will begin with 
a free light supper at 6 p.m. and 
then split into various activities 
before wrapping up at or before 8 
p.m. Each night is a stand-alone 
service. 

As always, Communion will 
be served at all morning services.

A variety of weekly and 
monthly activities are offered in-
cluding Falcon Fellowship (Free 
lunch for students at Heights 
High School on the second 
Wednesday of the month), youth 
groups, quilting, choirs and men’s 
breakfast.  

Find the church online at 
www.christ-lutheran.org; e-mail 
office@clc.kscoxmail.com. Pas-
tor Chad’s email is pastor@clc.
kscoxmail.com. Call the office at 
744-1242.

The church is located at 5356 
N. Hillside (at 53rd and North 
Hillside, across from Wichita 
Heights High School).  

Church of the 
Resurrection

Church of the Resurrection 
(Roman Catholic) is located at 
4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire.

Masses for the Lord’s Day are 
5:30 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 
11 a.m. Sunday. Weekday Masses 
are 8 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday; also at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday. 

Resurrection Catholic School 
has students from preschool 
through eighth grade. 

The parish/school website is 
www.resurrectionwichita.com. 
Phone number is 744-2776. Rev. 
James F. Weldon is the pastor.

Community 
Bible Chapel

The church is located at 4551 
Auburn, south of 45th North 
between Oliver and Woodlawn, 
in Bel Aire. 

Worship service and breaking 
of the bread are at 9 a.m., with 
Bible study and Sunday school at 
10:30 on Sundays.

Wednesday prayer and Bible 
study are at 7 p.m. 

For more information, call 
Melvan Adair at 744-7091.

Fairmount United 
Church of Christ

The church welcomes a new 
minister, Rev. Larry Young.

Visit the newly renovated 
building at 1605 Fairmount in 
Wichita (one block south and one 
block east of Hillside and 17th 
North). 

Sunday worship is at 10:30 
a.m. which includes children’s 
church. Sunday school begins at 
9:30.

For more information, call 
682-1597 or visit at www.fair-
mountuccc.org.

Gospel Assembly Church
Located at 4230 N. Oliver in 

Bel Aire, service times are 10 
a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday. Bible 
study is 7 p.m. Monday. Prayer 
service is 7 p.m. Tuesday. Praise 
and worship is 7 p.m. Wednesday. 

Phone number is 744-1502. 
Rev. Gary D. Green is the pastor. 

Greenwich United 
Methodist Church

Sunday worship service at 9 
a.m. Fellowship and coffee fol-
low the service.

Pastor Jeff Miller can be 
reached at 744-0203. 

Senior Day first Tuesday of 
each month at 10 a.m.

United Methodist Women 
meet the first Thursday of each 
month at 1 p.m.

Movie night is the second 
Saturday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. A snack is served.

The church is located about a 
mile south of  K-254 on Green-
wich Road. The phone number is 
744-0203.

Kechi United 
Methodist Church

Kechi United Methodist 
Church  is located at 4533 E. 61st 
North in Kechi. Phone number is 
744-1221.

Rev. Guy E. Rendoff is 
the pastor. Website is www.
kechiumc.org; E-mail is 
kechiumc@sbcglobal.net

Worship services are Sundays 
at 9 and 11 a.m. with Sunday 
school at 10 a.m.  Nursery is 
available.  

Pine Valley 
Christian Church

The church is located at 5620 
E. 21st North. Sunday school is at 
9 a.m. with worship at 10:15. For 
more information call 685-2421.

Randall Road Baptist 
Church

Randall Road Baptist is 
located at 6556 N Randall, Park 
City.

Sunday School starts at 10 
a.m. Worship is at 11 a.m. 

Sunday evening activities start 
at 6 p.m.

Wednesday bible study begins 
at 7 p.m.

Contact Pastor Jim Mc-
Query at 201-1696 or e-mail at 
jmcquery@cox.net

Risen Savior Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod

Contemporary Sunday wor-
ship services at 8 and 10:30 a.m. 
Communion on the first and third 
Sunday. Adult Sunday school 
and Bible class meet at 9:15 a.m. 
Children’s church at 10:30. A 
nursery is provided during Bible 
class and second service. 

Enrollment for Risen Savior 
Preschool for the 2013-14 school 
year has begun. Registrations 

are now available for Monday/
Wednesday/Friday from 9 to 
11:45 a.m. Preschool class for 
3- to 5-year-olds.  Please call the 
church office for details.

The church is located at 6770 
E. 34th North in Wichita. The 
phone number is 683-5538. 
www.risensavior.net.

Senior pastor is Tom Harmon.

St. Michael’s Orthodox 
Christian Church

The church is located at 2710 
E 61st Street in Park City  It is a 
congregation of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
of North America. 

“The Story of Christianity,” an 
adult class is offered at 9 a.m. on 
Sunday. Service of Matins is at 
9:45 a.m. followed by the Divine 
Liturgy (Mass) at 10 a.m.  

Wednesday night service is at 
6 p.m.  First and third Wednesday 
liturgy is followed by a potluck 
and program. 

Saturday Vespers start at 5:30 
p.m.

Men’s Study Group is the first 
and third Monday of each month 
at 7 p.m.

Women’s Study Group meets 

every second and fourth Friday of 
each month at 10 a.m.

Vacation Bible School will 
be July 22-26 from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon. The theme is “God’s 
Family” and will explore familiar 
Bible stories which help us 
understand the blessings of life as 
a member of God’s family. The 
program will include worship, 
crafts, music, outdoor activities, 
story time and snacks. VBS is of-
fered for kindergarten through 6th 
grade.  A nursery will be provided 
for younger children. On July 26 
at 7 p.m., the last night of VBS 
will end with an ice cream social.  

Call the church for more 
information  at 734-6248 or visit 
www.stmichaeloc.org 

Fr. John Flora, Pastor can 

be reached at 734-6248 or 
jflora@cox.net. 

University United
Methodist Church 

The church is located across 
from the Wichita State University 
campus at 21st and Yale. 

Sunday activities include adult 
and youth educational classes at 
9:15 a.m., traditional service at 
10:30 and youth group activities 
from 4 to 6 p.m. 

E-mail uumc2220@uumc.net; 
phone 686-6765. Rev. Charles 
Claycomb is the pastor. 

Send your church’s upcom-
ing events and service times to 
legals@arkvalleynews.com or 
call 755-0821.

PAGE 4 JULY 2013 • BEL AIRE BREEZE

Chase Skelton of Bel Aire 
was a member of a team of 
John Brown University strategic 
marketing students that won the 
2013 MINI USA and Effie Col-
legiate Brand Challenge. After a 
pool of 300 student submissions 

were reviewed, the JBU team 
was one of three to be invited 
to the MINI USA’s headquar-
ters in New Jersey to present 
its marketing strategies to the 
MINI USA marketing team and 
executives.

The student team will be 
featured in the Effie Winners 
Journal for 2013 and acknowl-
edged at the Effie Awards Gala. 
The students won $2,000 for 
their award winning campaign, 
“MINI: What You’ve Been 
Looking For.”

The campaign was created 
by students Emily Anderson, se-
nior; Jake Broce, junior; Chase 
Skelton, senior; and Jacob 
Moore, senior. The competition 
requires students to create a 
marketing strategy that focuses 
on increasing sales and overall 
brand awareness via social 
media platform engagement 
among the targeted market.

This was the first year that 
students from John Brown 
University competed in the Col-
legiate Effie awards.  

The Effie Awards are among 
the most prestigious marketing 
awards for advertising compa-
nies. The awards were founded 

in 1968 by the American Mar-
keting Association, New York 
Chapter, as an awards program 
to recognize the most effective 
advertising efforts in the United 
States each year. The Collegiate 
Effie Brand Challenge began in 

2011 and offers undergraduate 
and graduate students the op-
portunity to develop campaigns 
for national brands.

†††
Melissa Davied of Bel Aire 

was named to the President’s 
List for the spring semester at 
Benedictine College.

To achieve the President’s 
List, students must carry a 
minimum of 12 credit hours and 
have a perfect 4.0 grade point 
average. Of the 1,716 under-
graduate students on campus 
for the 2012-13 academic year, 
only 99 made the President’s 
List.

†††
Kelsey Fleet of Bel Aire 

received a master of science 
degree in clinical psychology 
at Emporia State University. 
Nearly 300 students earned 
graduate degrees during com-
mencement exercises May 18 at 
Emporia State University.

†††
Anna Gonzalez of Bel Aire 

was named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2013 semester at 
Saint Mary’s College in Notre 
Dame, Ind. 

To earn academic honors at 
Saint Mary’s, a student must 
achieve a grade point average 
(GPA) of at least 3.6 on a 4.0 
scale, have at least 12 graded 
credit hours, no incompletes, 
and no grades lower than a C.

Anna is the daughter of Jesus 
and Barbara Gonzalez of Bel 
Aire. 

†††
Sunrise Christian Academy 

students Cynthia Matson and 
Sarah Myose completed their 
first year of high school fo-
rensics competition by going 
2-3 at the National Forensics 
Nationals May 25 and 26 in 
Philadelphia. The duo will be 
sophomores at Sunrise this 
fall.  

HIGHLIGHTS

From left to right: Jacob Moore, Jake Broce, Emily An-
derson and Chase Skelton. 

CLASSIFIEDS

Call 755-0821
to place a classified ad

8 For Sale

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS

By Matt Heilman

If future commitments fol-
low through as expected and 
interested businesses pull the 
trigger on building in Bel Aire, 
the city northeast of Wichita 
will be in a position to grow 
like no other community in 
south central Kansas.

Steadily, Bel Aire is seeing 
dirt move and residential, com-
mercial and industrial con-
struction take place on much of 
its vacant land. To carry on the 
momentum the city has seen 
in the last couple of years, Bel 
Aire has added a full-time po-
sition responsible for working 
with developers and realtors 
to market what the city has to 
offer.

The man hired for the job 
is Rick Rekoske, a graduate 
of Wichita State University’s 
Hugo Wall School of Public 

Affairs. 
Reko-
ske, who 
started 
with the 
city in late 
May, car-
ries the of-
ficial title 
of com-
munity de-
velopment 
specialist.

Reko-
ske received his master’s 
degree in public administration 
from the Hugo Wall School 
in 2005 and started his public 
administration career working 
in economic development for 
the City of Lyons. Rekoske 
worked in Lyons from 2005 to 
2007 before accepting a posi-
tion with the City of Wichita 
in marketing Cowtown and 
Wichita Transit. 

Rekoske said he was drawn 
to the community develop-
ment specialist position in Bel 
Aire because its responsibili-
ties are more in line with his 
graduate work at Wichita State. 

Currently, Rekoske said he’s 
working to improve the city’s 
signage and clearly defin-
ing Bel Aire’s boundaries, de-
veloping a water conservation 
program, updating the city’s 
website, staying in contact with 
developers and realtors and 
reaching out to area organiza-
tions like the South Central 
Kansas Economic Develop-
ment District that can help Bel 
Aire reach its long- and short-
term goals. 

“I thoroughly enjoy work-
ing with developers and people 
that are interested in Bel Aire, 
letting them know everything 
we have to offer them,” Reko-
ske said. 

Bel Aire City Manager 
Ty Lasher said the city has 
recognized the need to have 
someone in house to help 
with marketing and economic 
development since he started 
working for the city six years 
ago. Until now, it didn’t make 
sense for the city to add a full-
time position. 

Since 2008, Bel Aire has cut 
about 35 percent of its work-
force. 

“We just never could justify 
the additional salary to bring 
the position on even though we 
needed it,” Lasher said. 

Restructuring allowed the 
city to create room to pay for 
the new position. About two 
months ago, Bel Aire’s city 
clerk position became vacant. 

Instead of hiring a new 
full-time clerk, Lasher said 
the city was able to spread the 
clerk’s responsibilities among 

four employees, creating room 
for a community development 
specialist. While much of 
Rekoske’s responsibilities are 
geared toward economic devel-
opment, Lasher said Rekoske 
would also be called on to lead 
efforts to improve the overall 
quality of living in Bel Aire.

Lasher said the city is also 
looking to hire a full-time city 
engineer that will also serve as 
the city’s public works direc-
tor. He said the city would 
save money by consolidating 
two positions and reducing its 
contract service. 

Currently, Bel Aire contracts 
engineering services with 
Schwab Eaton for $35,000 per 
year for about 10 hours per 
week. Lasher said the city is 
advertising for a city engineer 
and hopes to fill the position by 
the first of August. 

The community develop-

ment specialist and city engi-
neer positions are important 
hires for a city on the brink of 
growth like it’s yet to experi-
ence, Lasher said.

Most recently on the de-
velopment front, Bel Aire saw 
ground break on the Tierra 
Verde development just north 
of 45th North and Webb Road. 
The Concierge Surgical Recov-
ery Center is expected to open 
on the property next spring. 
More groundbreakings are ex-
pected to occur in Bel Aire as 
plans for development become 
ready for construction. 

For Rekoske, the primary 
goal is to pique people’s inter-
est in Bel Aire, locally and 
beyond. 

“There’s a lot going on,” 
he said. “We want to make a 
statement that we’re here. I’m 
really going to work hard to 
make sure that happens.”

Cynthia Matson (left) and 
Sarah Myose.

Bel Aire adds position to market city

Rekoske



The exception includes pub-
lic school buildings, where only 
district employees designated 
by the school board can carry 
concealed weapons. At least 
that’s how leaders in the Valley 
Center school district are inter-
preting the language in the law. 

As of June 14, Valley Center 
school district Assistant Super-
intendent Mike Bonner said 
the administration and school 
board hadn’t had any official 
talks about the new legislation, 
but the leadership seems to be 
on the same page in regards to 
Valley Center. 

“Preliminarily, no one on the 
school board or in the admin-
istration is in favor of allowing 
anyone to carry a concealed 
weapon in the schools,” he said. 

In recent months, the district 
has worked to increase security 
at the entrances of its schools 
by incorporating a buzz-in 
system that prevents a visitor 
from walking into a school 
without first being cleared by 
office staff. 

The law is an issue for local 
cities that don’t have much 
money to spend on security 
equipment or large enough po-
lice forces to justify around-the-
clock security at City Hall and 
other city buildings. The Valley 
Center, Park City and Bel Aire 
city councils have indicated 
the real concern is in municipal 
court, where emotions can run 
high during hearings and law 
enforcement is already present. 

In a memo to Valley Center 
Mayor Mike McNown and 
the city council, Valley Center 
Administrator Joel Pile cited 
three options cities have in 
response to the provision of the 
Personal and Family Protection 
Act related to city buildings:

1. Cities can remove the 
no-carry signs with the red line 
over the picture of a gun and 
allow concealed weapons in 
municipal buildings.

2. Cities can provide metal 
detectors or wands and person-

nel at each public entrance and 
keep posting the no-carry signs. 

3. Cities can assess each city 
building and establish a security 
plan for the buildings.

“In this case, the buildings 
will be eligible for a four-year 
exemption law,” Pile said in his 
memo. 

He said Wichita and 
Sedgwick County recently 
completed the assessment of 
their municipal buildings. At 
its June 11 meeting, the Park 
City Council approved sending 
a letter to Kansas Attorney Gen-
eral Derek Schmidt seeking a 
six-month exemption from the 
new conceal carry provision. 
The Bel Aire and Valley Center 
councils took the same mea-
sure this week. The exemption 
would delay the law from going 
into effect in the cities until Jan. 
1, 2014. 

Park City Administrator 
Jack Whitson explained the 
exemption allows city leaders 
and police forces to explore 
how they can cost-effectively 
improve security measures to 
keep concealed weapons out of 
courtrooms. Whitson said the 
law would allow state agencies 
to continue banning weapons 
through 2017, but requires them 
to declare publicly they have 
developed plans that provide 
adequate security for their 
buildings. 

“I feel like this gives us 
some breathing room to look at 
it,” he said. 

Bel Aire Police Chief John 
Daily said he was hoping to 
provide walk-through metal de-
tectors for municipal court. He 
said the detectors could be ob-
tained at a relatively low cost, 
but would require more officers 
to be present at municipal court 
proceedings that are held twice 
per month. 

If metal detectors are 
installed, Daily said reserve of-
ficers could man them. 

The City of Kechi, which 
has a population of less than 
2,000 people and the small-
est police department in north 
Sedgwick County, has decided 
not to seek the six-month ex-
emption from the conceal carry 
law.

Kechi administrator Bob 
Conger explained that the 
city could review its security 
measures, but it ultimately isn’t 
cost-effective to seek the six-
month exemption from the law.

“In order to meet exemption 
status and provide (increased) 
security measures, it would be 
cost prohibitive by the city,” 
Conger said.  

At its June 13 meeting, 
the Kechi City Council did 
support a weapons policy 
relating to city employees. A 
draft of the policy seeks to ban 
city employees from carrying 
concealed weapons while on 
the job. 

The policy excludes law 
enforcement personnel who are 
required to carry weapons. 

Conger said the purpose of 

the policy is to keep weapons 
from becoming a distraction 
and taking away from city busi-
ness.

For example, he said time 
would be taken away from 
work if a city employee out-
side the police department is 
carrying a concealed firearm 
and doesn’t have a place to 
safely secure the weapon before 
conducting business at a public 
building in another city where 
more security is in place and 
concealed weapons aren’t al-
lowed.

“I personally don’t have 
an issue with conceal carry,” 
Conger said. “What I do have 
an issue with is workplace 
disruption.” 

While confident that most 
people who go through the 
process to obtain a conceal 
carry license are responsible 
gun owners, Whitson cited a 
February 2008 incident at a city 
council meeting in Kirkwood, 
Mo. as an example for why 
security measures need to be 
taken seriously. 

In February 2008, a man 
opened fire at a council meeting 
in the St. Louis suburb, kill-

ing five council members and 
critically wounding the mayor. 
In response to the attack, the 
City of Park City had plate steel 
installed behind the city council 
and mayor’s bench as a bullet-
proof shield. 

Whitson said the city doesn’t 
have an issue with the Personal 
and Family Protection Act. 
The rub, he says is that cities 
weren’t given enough notice to 
review the law before it goes 
into effect. He said he didn’t 
hear about how the law would 
pertain to cities until he re-

ceived an e-mail message from 
the Kansas League of Munici-
palities about a week before the 
council’s June 11 meeting. 

“They did it on such a short 
timeframe, they’re hoping cities 
won’t catch it,” Whitson said.

JULY 2013 • BEL AIRE BREEZE PAGE 5

DZ
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• 24 Hour Tow Service •

Automotive & Truck Repair
142 S. Meridian • Valley Center KS 67147

www.dzautomotive.com   dzauto@att.net

Alignments
$49.95 plus shims (2 wheel)
$69.95 plus shims (4 wheel)

“We sell all 
brands of tires”

“We do it all, from 
maintenance to

engine overhaul”✝
Christ Lutheran 
Church ELCA

Tradition with a Twist
9:00 • Contemporary Service
10:30 • Traditional Service

VBS 6-8 p.m. Sunday nights
 Communion will be 

at all services.
Starts May 26

“Come give us a try, you’ll like it”
5356 N. Hillside, Wichita

744-1242  |  christ-lutheran.org

Ryan’s Dog 
Grooming

Kechi, KS
371-7258 

Auctions with Action
We Make it Happen

Largest Watercraft Auction 
in the Midwest — 

1st Sat. of each month
6460 N. Broadway
Wichita KS 67219

(316) 744-9950
newcomauction.com
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Bel Aire Breeze
Deadline for the August Breeze: July 19



By Matt Heilman

An idea that could put Bel 
Aire’s financial troubles in the 
rear-view mirror was pitched 
to the city council in June. 
Before the council moves 
forward with any formal ac-
tion, it has a lot to consider, 
but the group seemed intrigued 
by what it heard at a June 18 
workshop.

Representatives of Trans-
corp pitched an idea to the 
council to bring in an alterna-
tive energy power plant and 
a water treatment plant to 

about 260 acres in the city. 
The alternative energy would 
come from bio fuels in the 
form of solid waste or agricul-
tural products. The proposed 
power plant on about 60 acres 
would provide enough energy 
to power future development 
on the city’s current undevel-
oped 1,600 acres. Bel Aire 
City Manager Ty Lasher said 
Transcorp’s plans call for pur-
chasing all of the city’s vacant 
land. If all the land was sold, 
the city could save about $1.8 
million per year in debt service 
payments, Lasher said.

Transcorp representatives 
said they would refund Bel 
Aire for an upfront $150,000 
charge that would be needed 
if the city was to approve the 
company’s plans.

If Transcorp brings alterna-
tive energy and water treat-
ment plants to Bel Aire, the 
city’s future developments 
could be taken off the electri-
cal grid. Lasher said Transcorp 
would be able sell some of 
its power to Westar Energy, 
potentially providing a further 
financial benefit to the city.

Besides providing energy 

for Bel Aire’s future develop-
ments, Lasher said Transcorp 
has plans to develop the city’s 
vacant property, building off of 
plans established with Caban 
Marketplace, the name given 
to the city’s future downtown 
development. Caban Market-
place, proposed to encompass 
580 acres along Rock Road 
from K-254 to 53rd North, is 
planned to serve as a retail and 
entertainment destination with 
a water park and resort, includ-
ing a large sports complex.

Lasher said Transcorp 
would fund infrastructure 

improvements for its opera-
tion and future development 
with revenue it would receive 
through energy generation.

Lasher said if Transcorp 
was to construct a plant that 
would provide power with 
bio fuels the operation would 
utilize technology that would 
keep the energy-generation 
process clean without a linger-
ing odor.

Bel Aire Mayor David 
Austin said the council needs 
to consider how much unde-
veloped land it has and the citi-
zens the city leaders represent.

More information on 
Transcorp will be provided in 
future discussions, Lasher said. 
While there’s a lot to consider 
and input is needed from other 
entities, the council at least ex-
pressed an interest in building 
off its initial discussion with 
Transcorp.

“My opinion is as a council, 
we need to look very seriously 
at this,” Austin said.

Following the presentation 
from Transcorp, the council 
concluded its special meeting 
with a 30-minute executive 
session to discuss matters re-
lating to attorney-client privi-
lege. No binding action was 
taken in the closed session.

Kechi resident with 
four  Microsoft 

certifications. Home or 
pick-up repairs. 

316-990-1999. Usually 
$50 plus parts. Includes 
FREE Antivirus for life! 
CALL FOR FREE advice! 

I Will Fix Your 
Computer!
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Alternative energy developer pitches debt-solution plan to Bel Aire

By Matt Heilman 

Growth is on the horizon 
in Bel Aire. And while eco-
nomic development is key, 
city leaders say it takes more 
than business expansion to 
attract new residents and 
keep residents who already 
call the community home 
content.

At its June 18 meeting 
the Bel Aire City Council 
approved the formation of 
a Community Development 
Committee and Mayor David 
Austin’s recommended list 
of residents to join the six-
member group. 

The new committee 

members include Andrew 
Uhlschmidt, Shelly Smith, 
Diane Wynn, Eliot Green, 
Nancy Larson and Katie 
Wyatt. Uhlschmidt is a social 
worker in Wichita. Smith 
owns a court-reporting busi-
ness in Wichita. Green is the 
owner of Bel Aire’s pizza 
restaurant, Bob and Luigi’s. 
Wynn is the president and 
owner of Wichita’s Acumen 
Business Connections. Lar-
son serves as the Pollution 
Prevention Institute director 
for Kansas State University’s 
Sedgwick County Exten-
sion Office. Wyatt is a real 
estate agent for New Century 
Homes LLC. She is the real-

tor for several homes in Bel 
Aire’s Central Park commu-
nity. Austin said he likes the 
diversity in the group and the 
expertise that each member 
can bring toward market-
ing Bel Aire and developing 
plans to improve the quality 
of life in the city. He said it 
remains to be seen what the 
group comes up with to make 

an impact in Bel Aire.
Among the options he 

mentioned was the devel-
opment or resurrection of 
community events, possibly 
including an annual festival. 

“We’ve got all this land 
and we’ve got a great com-
munity,” Austin said. “Let’s 
use it and highlight it and get 

people to come to Bel Aire.” 

Bel Aire establishes community development committee

Massage Therapist
Steve Willms

M-F 10-6 pm • Sat 10-3
appointments & 

gift certificates available

316-755-3438

PASTRY PLACE 
DAYLIGHT DONUTS

1500 E. 61st North, Park City
Tues-Fri 6 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Sat-Sun 6 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Dining room/ Drive-thru

316-500-8288
Suzys Hair Designs

234 Sioux Street
Kechi, KS 67067
316-744-2431

suzyszoo2@sbcglobal.net


